
RELIGIONS OF THE WORLD



CHRISTIANITY



The religion was established by Jesus Christ. The meaning of
the religion is placed on Jesus- man -God-who is seen as the
light of the world, who became human and through this was
physically revealed.



According to Christianity, God is one and triune. The three
aspects faces of the Holy Trinity are not three Gods and are
not o way of God’s presence within History and the life of
Church.



God is the creator of all creatures. He first created the invisible
world of Angels. The material world surrounding us is the
product of the wisdom, the strength and the will of the Holy
Trinity, who created this world with the cooperation of all
three units.



The main points of Christianity:
• It is impossible to contact the substance of God. God is spirit,

unchangeable, mighty, all- knowing, wise. His special feature
is love.

• The peak of the sacred life is the Holy Communion, through
which believers mystically unite with Jesus.



Christmas and Easter are the most important Christian 
celebrations. 
Christianity’s sacred book is the Holy Bible.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0My9GXikrDc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rcd1OzFxwIU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mK9pvhZSUJQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xfan-CLkrtc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0My9GXikrDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rcd1OzFxwIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mK9pvhZSUJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xfan-CLkrtc


Catholics, Protestants, Lutherans, Orthodox Christians are
some forms of Christianity. The main beliefs are common,
however there are differences in rituals such as the Holy
Communion, Confirmation, marriage and baptism.
In the Orthodox Church (Greeks, Russians, Cypriots,
Romanians are, among others, Orthodox Christians) two of
the most important religious rituals are wedding and baptism.
And what follows is some of the rituals and customs during
weddings and baptisms in Greece.



BAPTISM



Baptism begins at the splint of the church, where the parents
hand the baby to the godmother or godfather. The name of
the baby is announced there by the godparent.



After the baby is undressed, the godparent applies pure olive
oil all over the baby and then the priest dives the baby three
times into the font.





The priest then applies holy essence on the forehead, the
palms and the feet of the baby and cuts some of his/her hair.
Then he puts the Cross around the baby’s neck and the baby is
ready to be dressed with the special white underwear and the
clothes that the godparent has bought.







Special ribbons with a cross are pinned on the guests’ lapels.
They signify that they were present and eye-witnessed the
Christening that took place in the church.



When the baby is dressed, the godparent holds him/her again.
A big candle and three smaller candles are lit. They are usually
given to small children to hold while the godfather with the
baby, the priest and the child holding the big candle go round
the font three times.



When the ceremony is over, the mother usually bows and 
kisses the godparent’s hand as a sign of respect and she is 
then given the baby.



At the exit of the church they all wish the parents and the
godparents, they get sweets and sugarplums. The family and
the godparents take photos and they all go to the reception
that follows, usually at a restaurant.



The sweets and Comfits given after the Baptism.



For three days after the Baptism, the baby should not be given
a bath. The water of the 1st bath after the baptism should be
kept and thrown into a river, into the sea, or it could be used
to water the plants. It must not be thrown down the drain in
any way!



Tradition suggests  that the godmother takes the baby to 
church for the next 3 Sundays in a row, so as the baby will 
receive Holy Communion.



During the service the big candle that was lit on the day of the
baptism has to be lit. On the 3rd Sunday, after the Holy
Communion, it should be left in the church.



Orthodox Religion suggests that godparents should carry out
baptisms of only boys or only girls. People who have the same
godparent are not allowed to marry each other.



WEDDING



The groom goes to the church and waits for the bride.



At the Church
During  “Isaiah’s Dance”, people throw rice to the couple for 
welfare and happiness…



The couple drink wine from the same glass, meaning that they 
will go through difficulties together.



JUDAISM



It is a single –God religion, according to which God is one. It is
the faith of Jews throughout the years.
God is believed to have created everything out of nothing, so
the world has a beginning, before which nothing existed. After
the creation of the world, the main work of God is the
salvation of this world.



This is achieved through the selection of Israel, called the
people of God. God selects Abraham as the people’s leader.
The selection is renewed through other Patriarchs and finally
comes into agreement through Moses, on Mt. Sinai.





Sin prolongs the Law and the interaction with God is achieved
through sacrifice, decent behavior and true regret.
Circumcision is a ritual which dates back to the days of
Abraham, and is determined as a physical characteristic, which
portrays the agreement with God.



Worshiping is carried out at the synagogue. The celebrations
remind the Israelis events from their history. Sabbath, for
example, is the day when God rested and Easter (pasha) their
breaking free from the Egyptians.



The sacred manuscript is the Hebrew Bible.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQTYU3O6H3o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQTYU3O6H3o


HINDUISM



It does not involve a common belief. A Hindu can worship one
God, more than one God, or even a human. It is said that in
the Hindu universe there are 330 million Gods. According to
Hinduism, the world was not created by God out of nothing. It
moves according to impersonal, natural laws.



There is an escalation of the beings, starting from the plants,
animals up to the mighty Gods. Human beings are somewhere
in the middle and they can be reborn, under any form which is
determined by the karma.



The basic issue in Hinduism is the route to salvation, the
simplest being the devotion to a personal God.
God Brahma is the principle above all, within all. Vinson and
Siva are considered two forms of the Utmost God. Vinson
quite often transforms into a human or animal, in order to
help people.



Varanasi is the sacred town. People wash themselves in the
Ganges, in order to purify themselves from the sins. Cows are
sacred animals, as well as monkeys and elephants.
Phantasmagoric rituals and celebrations take place in all
temples.



The join between the being and the divine can be done 
through yoga.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dETYzVqb4S4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dETYzVqb4S4


ISLAM



It is a monotheistic religion which was formed with the lecture
and action of Muhammad the head Prophet. Islam means
submission to God and his will. Whoever obeys and is totally
submitted is called Muslim.



The Koran is the foundation on which Islam is based. For
Muslims it is the copy of the heavenly manuscript.



The basic elements of Islam are:
• Emphasis on monotheism.
• Faith in the existence of angels.
• Certainty that throughout the history of the mankind, God 

has sent prophets to guide people towards salvation.
• Trust in the prophets books.
• Believing in resurrection.



The main worshiping obligations of a Muslim are:
• Confession of faith
• Praying
• Alms
• Fasting
• Holy pilgrimage



The Koran imposes fasting during Ramadan and is related to 
the fact of the revelation of the Koran to Muhammad.



The common prayer of Muslims takes place every Friday noon.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBqney_BYHA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBqney_BYHA


BUDDHISM



It appeared 2500 years ago in NE India. The source of its 
preaching is Sinatra   Gautama, who was named Buddha, 
which means illuminated. 



Buddha took the Law of Samsara out of Hinduism, as well as
the Law of Karma. The former determines reincarnation and
the latter the evolution of the beings.



The core of Buddhism is compressed into the four (4) noble 
truths.
• Our whole being   is pain.
• The source of pain lies in desire.
• Humans can overcome the tragicality of life as long as there 

is the Nirvana, a process of pain redemption.
• The route to Nirvana is located between the satisfaction of 

the passions and extreme practice. This is an eightfold route. 
The first of these   eight stages touch upon the avoidance of 
hurting any being, and the last touch upon meditation. This 
rout leads to self knowledge, which eliminates ignorance, 
illuminates and renders to a situation of absolute 
peacefulness and blissfulness (nirvana).





Monasticism is the main ideal of Buddhism. Worshiping turns 
to three items: Sacred remain: Bondi - the holy tree, and the 
statue of Buddha.



Bondi - the holy tree



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQ70ko2w4i0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQ70ko2w4i0
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